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  Abstract:  

The National Educational Policy 2020 (NEP-2020) has been given by MHRD for the new education system and the 

modern nation’s public.NEP-2020 has emphasised the importance of libraries and books by highlighting on various 

aspects including development of enjoyable and inspirational books in Indian languages, availability and accessibility 

of books in school/public libraries, strengthening of libraries and building a culture of reading across the country. The 

library grant component was introduced under Samagra Shiksha, in the year 2018-19, to inculcate the reading habits 

among students of all ages and strengthening of school libraries in government schools. The new policy also includes 

Information Communication Technology (ICT) digital, online, unique kinds of facilities and services to all types of 

readers of the nation. 
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Introduction:  

Education is fundamental for achieving full human potential, developing an equitable and just society, and promoting 

national development. Providing universal access to quality education is the key to India’s continued ascent, and 

leadership on the global stage in terms of economic growth, social justice and equality, scientific advancement, national 

integration, and cultural preservation. Universal high-quality education is the best way forward for developing and 

maximizing our country's rich talents and resources for the good of the individual, the society, the country, and the 

world. 

The National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020) was launched by Ministry of Education in India on 29 July 2020. The 

new policy replaces the previous National Policy on Education, 1986. The policy is providing proper guidance document 

for elementary education to higher education including vocational training in Indian subcontinent. The policy aims at 

transformation of India's education system. The nature of NEP 2020 is kind of advisory and it is up to the states, 

institutions, and schools to decide its implementation. The National Education Policy 2020 outlines the vision of India's 

new education system as under: 

“National Education Policy 2020 envisions an India-centric education system that contributes directly to transforming 

our nation sustainably into an equitable and vibrant knowledge society by providing high-quality education to all.”1, 2, 3 

This article discusses the importance of Libraries in teaching and learning and highlights the role of libraries for all 

levels of education. Now a day the Libraries support 24x7 hours access to its resources for the growth of knowledge and 

skills of the users. The Library resources are for use by the readers and hence are as important as food for human life. 

In rapidly transforming our education system, the library resources and users have undergone drastic changes. Today’s 

Libraries store knowledge and information in digital form for all age group people like the students, teacher, scientist,  
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politician and general public of transforming society throughout the world. The role of Libraries as per New Education 

Policy of India will increase many folds. 

“A library is more important than university because library can function without  

a university whereas university cannot do without library”. Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma 

The objectives of the study are as follows: 

1. To increase awareness about the New Education Policy 2020; 

2. To highlight importance of library in education system; 

3. To discuss changing landscape of learning and education; 

4. To develop adequate Library resources and reading habits. 

Special features of National Education Policy 2020 

1. Universal Access at All Levels of schooling from pre-primary school to Grade 12; 

2. Quality early childhood care and education for all children between 3-6 years; 

3. New Curricular and Pedagogical Structure (5+3+3+4); 

4. Establishing National Mission on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy; 

5. Emphasis on promoting multilingualism and Indian languages; The medium of instruction until at least Grade 

5, but preferably till Grade 8 and beyond, will be the home language/mother tongue/local language/regional 

language. 

6. Setting up of a new National Assessment Centre, PARAKH (Performance Assessment, Review, and Analysis 

of Knowledge for Holistic Development); 

7. Equitable and inclusive education - Special emphasis given on Socially and Economically Disadvantaged 

Groups(SEDGs); 

8. Robust and transparent processes for recruitment of teachers and merit based performance; 

9. Ensuring availability of all resources through school complexes and clusters; 

10. Exposure of vocational education  in school and higher education system; 

11. Increasing GER in higher education to 50%; 

12. Holistic Multidisciplinary Education with multiple entry/exit options; 

13. NTA to offer Common Entrance Exam for Admission to HEIs; 

14. Establishment of Academic Bank of Credit; 

15. Setting up of Multidisciplinary Education and Research Universities(MERUs); 

16. Setting up of National Research Foundation(NRF); 

17. ‘Light but Tight’ regulation; 

18. Internationalization of Education 

19. Professional Education will be an integral part of the higher education system. Stand-alone technical 

universities, health science universities, legal and agricultural universities, or institutions in these or other fields, 

will aim to become multi-disciplinary institutions. 

20. Teacher Education - 4-year integrated stage-specific, subject- specific Bachelor of Education 

21. Establishing National Mission for Mentoring. 

22. Multiple mechanisms with checks and balances will combat and stop the commercialization of higher education. 
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SAMAGRA SHIKSHA SCHEME: 

Union Budget, 2018-19 has announced that school education would be treated holistically and without segmentation 

from pre-primary to class XII. It is, in this context, that the Department launched the Integrated Scheme for School 

Education, Samagra Shiksha in 2018 by subsuming the erstwhile Centrally Sponsored Schemes of Sarva Shiksha 

Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education (TE). The scheme treats 

school education as a continuum and is in accordance with Sustainable Development Goal for Education (SDG-4). The 

scheme not only provides support for the implementation of the RTE Act but has also been aligned with the 

recommendations of NEP 2020 to ensure that all children have access to quality education with an equitable and 

inclusive classroom environment which should take care of their diverse background, multilingual needs, different 

academic abilities and make them active participants in the learning process. 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved continuation of the Centrally Sponsored Scheme- Samagra 

Shiksha Scheme which is an integrated scheme for school education sector from 1st April 2021 to 31st March, 2026 

with an estimated outlay of ₹ 294283.04 crore. The Scheme is in accor0dance with Sustainable Development Goal for 

Education (SDG-4) and has now been aligned with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 to ensure inclusive and 

equitable, quality and holistic school education. It aims to ensure that all children have access to quality education with 

an equitable and inclusive classroom environment which should take care of their diverse background, multilingual 

needs, different academic abilities and make them active participants in the learning process. 

The library grant component was introduced under Samagra Shiksha, in the year 2018-19, to inculcate the reading habits 

among students of all ages and strengthening of school libraries in government schools. Accordingly, guidelines for 

library grant were issued to States and UTs on 3rd Oct. 2018. These guidelines were revised vide letter No.22-4/2019-

IS.4 dated 21.01.2020. 

The revised guideline delineates the procedure for Identifying, Printing and Procuring Library Books; Ways for setting 

up and managing libraries; List out the various Library activities; Provisions for promoting a culture of reading; and the 

monitoring mechanisms to be adopted to facilitate optimum utilization of Library Grant under Samagra Shiksha. The 

guideline outlines various activities for the various stakeholders, i.e., the States and UTs, School Headmasters/Principals, 

teachers, educational administrators and students to make reading a joyful experience and eventually improve learning 

levels of children. 

Provision in NEP 2020 for Libraries 

The NEP 2020 has emphasised on the importance of libraries and books by highlighting on various aspects including 

development of enjoyable and inspirational books in Indian languages, availability and accessibility of books in 

school/public libraries, strengthening of libraries and building a culture of reading across the country. The policy also 

highlights that steps will be taken to ensure the accessibility of books to disable and differently-abled persons. The 

government, with the help of both public and private sector institutions, will devise strategies to improve the quality and 

attractiveness of books. 

NEP Para  Provisions regarding libraries and books 

Para 2.8  Enjoyable and inspirational books for students at all levels will be developed, including through 

high-quality translation (technology assisted as needed) in all local and Indian languages, and 

will be made available extensively in both school and local public libraries.  

 Public and school libraries will be significantly expanded to build a culture of reading across the 

country.  Digital libraries will also be established.  
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 School libraries will be set up - particularly in villages - to serve the community during non-

school hours, and book clubs may meet in public/school libraries to further facilitate and promote 

widespread reading.  

 A National Book Promotion Policy will be formulated, and extensive initiatives will be 

undertaken to ensure the availability, accessibility, quality, and readership of books across 

geographies, languages, levels, and genres. 

Para 5.8  The first requirement in this direction will be to ensure decent and pleasant service conditions at 

schools. Adequate and safe infrastructure, including working toilets, clean drinking water, clean 

and attractive spaces, electricity, computing devices, internet, libraries, and sports and 

recreational resources will be provided to all schools to ensure that teachers and students, 

including children of all genders and children with disabilities, receive a safe, inclusive, and 

effective learning environment and are comfortable and inspired to teach and learn in their 

schools. 

5.9 & 7.5  Sanction of library rooms may be proposed in schools not having library rooms in the annual 

work plan and budget proposal of the States/UT for consideration. The proposal may include the 

cost for civil work, furniture, almirah, racks, fixing and fittings 

6.15   Alternative forms of schools, will be encouraged to preserve their traditions or alternative 

pedagogical styles.  

 Libraries and laboratories will be strengthened and adequate reading materials like books, 

journals, etc., and other teaching-learning materials will be made available. 

21.6  A key initiative in this direction will be to use schools/ school complexes after school hours and 

on weekends and public library spaces for adult education courses which will be ICTequipped 

when possible and for other community engagement and enrichment activities. 

21.9  Improving the availability and accessibility of books is essential to inculcating the habit of 

reading within our communities and educational institutions.  

 This Policy recommends that all communities and educational institutions - schools, colleges, 

universities and public libraries - will be strengthened and modernized to ensure an adequate 

supply of books that cater to the needs and interests of all students, including persons with 

disabilities and other differently-abled persons. 

 The Central and State governments will take steps to ensure that books are made accessible and 

affordable to all across the country including socio-economically disadvantaged areas as well as 

those living in rural and remote areas.  

 Both public and private sector agencies/institutions will devise strategies to improve the quality 

and attractiveness of books published in all Indian languages. 

  Steps will be taken to enhance online accessibility of library books and further broad basing of 

digital libraries. 

 Other steps will include: 

     o strengthening all existing libraries,  

     o setting up rural libraries and reading rooms in disadvantaged regions,  

     o making widely available reading material in Indian languages,         

     o opening children‘s libraries and mobile libraries, o establishing social book clubs across India 

and across subjects, and       

     o fostering greater collaborations between education institutions and libraries. 

6.11  Different categories of children with disabilities have differing needs.  

 In particular, assistive devices and appropriate technology based tools, as well as adequate and 

language-appropriate teaching-learning materials (e.g., textbooks in accessible formats such as 

large print and Braille) will be made available to help children with disabilities integrate more 

easily into classrooms and engage with teachers and their peers. 
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 NIOS will develop high-quality modules to teach Indian Sign Language, and to teach other basic 

subjects using Indian Sign Language. 

22.6  Teaching and learning of Indian languages need to be integrated with school and higher 

education at every level. 

 For languages to remain relevant and vibrant, there must be a steady stream of high-quality 

learning and print materials in these languages including textbooks, workbooks, videos, plays, 

poems, novels, magazines, etc.  

 Languages must also have consistent official updates to their vocabularies and dictionaries, 

widely disseminated, so that the most current issues and concepts can be effectively discussed 

in these languages. 

 

Conclusion:  

Library is teaching and learning resource centre. The National Education Policy, 2020 has emphasised the importance 

of libraries and books by highlighting on various aspects including development of enjoyable and inspirational books in 

Indian languages, availability and accessibility of books in school/public libraries, strengthening of libraries and building 

a culture of reading across the country. 

In revised policy focused on library infrastructure, development of reading materials and develop enjoyable culture of 

reading. Provide grant for develop libraries under Smagara Shiksha scheme. Improving the availability and accessibility 

of books is essential to inculcating the habit of reading within our communities and educational institutions. 
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