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The Gandhian approach, deeply rooted in principles of truth, non-violence, and service to humanity, offers a unique
perspective on development in the modern era. This examination delves into the significance of Gandhi's social philosophy
for development, particularly focusing on the concepts of appropriate technology (A.T.) and basic needs. Gandhi's
philosophy emphasizes the importance of technology that aligns with basic human needs such as food, clothing, shelter,
health, and education to promote greater equity and distributive justice.

Gandhi's emphasis on swadeshi (local self-reliance) and swaraj (independent development leading to equity and justice)
underscores his vision for a sustainable and just society. By advocating for technology that is appropriate to basic needs
rather than solely pursuing economic growth through advanced technology, Gandhi's approach aims to address issues of
unemployment and inequitable growth prevalent in many developing countries.

The Gandhian approach to development offers a compelling alternative to traditional economic growth strategies by
prioritizing equity, sustainability, and the well-being of all individuals. By embracing concepts like appropriate technology
and basic needs, Gandhi's philosophy provides a roadmap for inclusive and sustainable development that resonates with
the challenges and opportunities of the modern era.
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Introduction:

The Gandhian approach is characterized by principles of truth, sacrifice, non-violence, selfless service, and
cooperation. It emphasizes the importance of non-violence as a powerful tool for social change and peace.
Gandhi's philosophy, based on truth and moral courage, advocates for fighting wars with the weapons of truth
and non-violence. Resistance to encompass a holistic approach to life rooted in truth and moral values. Gandhi
believed that non-violence is the ultimate solution to various problems in the world. Challenges and opportunities
within the Gandhian approach include transforming violent struggles into non-violent actions to stimulate
societal dialogue on ethical questions. Gandhi's commitment to non-violence was deeply rooted in his faith and
spiritual beliefs, emphasizing the power of moral character in converting opponents. The Gandhian model of
development focuses on empowering local communities, promoting self-sufficiency, and rejecting top-down
approaches that do not involve ordinary people in decision-making processes. In conclusion, the Gandhian
approach presents both challenges and opportunities in promoting peace, social change, and sustainable
development through non-violence, truth, and cooperation. Gandhi's philosophy, rooted in truth, sacrifice, non-
violence, selfless service, and cooperation, remains relevant today. His strategy of Satyagraha, emphasizing non-
violence and truth, is seen as a holistic approach to life. Scholars emphasize the need to reconstruct Gandhi's
ideas in today's context across various disciplines like philosophy, health, and international relations. Gandhi's
concept of a non-violent social order offers a vision for sustainable living without violence or oppression.

SJIF Impact Factor: 8.182 Peer Reviewed Referred Journal ms&‘\ 211


https://www.mkgandhi.org/articles/nonviolent_society.html
https://www.mkgandhi.org/articles/nonviolent_society.html
https://www.mkgandhi.org/articles/nonviolent_society.html

ISSN: P-2455-0515
E- 2394-8450

e P Educreator Research Journal

VOLUME-XI, ISSUE-II (Special Issue-I) MARCH - APRIL 2024

Original Research Article

In the modern age, Gandhi's principles face challenges in the context of rapidly advancing technology. Scholars
debate the relevance of Gandhi's approach to technology in today's tech-driven world. However, the core values
of Gandhian philosophy such as non-violence, truth, simplicity, and compassion are considered timeless and
essential for societal harmony and ethical development. Gandhi's emphasis on individual growth intertwined
with societal progress highlights the interdependence between personal development and social welfare. He
believed that practicing truth and non-violence leads to personal transformation and societal betterment.
Review of Literature:

The literature surrounding the Gandhian approach in the modern era reflects a deep and diverse exploration of

Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy, principles, and their relevance today. Several key works shed light on the

challenges and opportunities presented by Gandhi's ideas in contemporary times.

Gandhi's Global influence:

Ramin Jahanbegloo's work, "The Gandhian Moment," delves into Gandhi's global Impact, emphasizing

nonviolent dissent and philosophical notions of sovereignty that challenge conventional political ideologies.

Jahanbegloo's analysis extends to Gandhi's relationships with Muslim leaders like Maulana Abul Kalam Azad

and Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, showcasing the Mahatma's transcultural significance.

Relevance of Gandhian Philosophy:

"Gandhian Approach To Contemporary Problems™ by Mittal Publications underscores Gandhi's multifaceted

genius beyond satyagraha, addressing issues like full employment, communal harmony, and environmental

challenges. This work emphasizes how Gandhi's social philosophy remains pertinent for establishing a peaceful
world order today.

Interdisciplinary Perspectives:

In "Gandbhi's Global Legacy: Moral Methods and Modern Challenges," edited by Veena R. Howard, scholars

from various disciplines analyze Gandhi's moral methods across social, political activism, philosophy, health,

and more. The book advocates for a reconstruction of Gandhi's ideas in the current context, stressing the
importance of economic equity, gender dynamics, and dialogue for societal justice.

Objective of Research:

e The main objective of the study is to develop a Gandhian Model of Community Development with the
incorporation of thoughts and ideologies of Mahatma Gandhi.

e Understand and review Gandhiji’s principle of basic education.

e Highlight some important features of Gandhiji’s basic education and its relevance with present world.

e The Gandhian approach objective is to transform individuals and society simultaneously in accordance with
the principles of truth and non-violence. This approach emphasizes the importance of truth, sacrifice, non-
violence, selfless service, and cooperation in addressing various issues. Gandhi believed in fighting wars with
the weapons of truth and non-violence, stating that "There is no god higher than truth™. His philosophy, rooted
in Satyagraha, aims at winning over people's hearts through moral courage and truth, making non-violence
the ultimate solution to various problems in the world.
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Research Methodology:

In the modern era, the Gandhian approach to research methodology presents both challenges and opportunities,

rooted in principles of truth, sacrifice, non-violence, selfless service, and cooperation. Mahatma Gandhi's

philosophy emphasizes the importance of non-violence as the ultimate solution to various problems in the

world. His strategy, known as Satyagraha, involves a holistic approach to life based on truth and moral

courage. Gandhi's system of Satyagraha was founded on nonviolence, non-cooperation, truth, and honesty,

which he successfully employed in India's freedom struggle against British rule.

Types of Research:

Historical research is the process of investigating and studying past events, people, and societies using a variety

of sources and methods. This type of research aims to reconstruct and interpret the past based on the available

evidence.

Findings and analysis:

Gandhism is very much relevant in the present day world. Gandhi has inspired and will continue to inspire

leaders — political, social and religious, all over the world. Whether is Joan Baez, the American folk singer and

human rights activist, or Cesar Chavez, the American social activist, or Joanna Macy, the environmental activist,

or Mubarak Awad, the non-violent Palestine leader, all these men found Gandhi and his nonviolent struggle

highly inspirational. Thich Nhat Kanh, the Vietnamese Buddhist also derives inspiration from Gandhiji who

focused and stressed upon the process rather than the end. Nhat once remarked that one may fail in their attempt,

yet one may succeed in the correct action especially when the action is authentically nonviolent and is based on

love and understanding. This is real Gandhism, he said. Thus the world over great men were deeply influenced

and continue to be inspired by Gandhism. Gandhian principles of non-violence, self-sufficiency, communal

harmony, simple living and truth find resonance in our daily existence. These are principles that can never go

out of sync with human existence. Moreover these principles can be effectively utilized to find solutions to

problems such as poverty, illiteracy, unemployment etc. Thus as discussed above, given the fact that Gandhian

principles are extremely relevant not only nationally but also internationally, this paper discusses how each of

Gandhian principles can be propagated, thanks to the revolution that has taken place in the space of Information

Technology.

Challenges:

1. Relevance of Non-Violence: The challenge lies in applying non-violent methods effectively in a world marked
by conflicts and violence.

2 Adapting to Modern Contexts: Adapting Gandhian principles to contemporary research methodologies and
societal structures poses challenges in implementation.

3. Balancing Means and Ends: Gandhi emphasized that means are as crucial as ends, requiring a commitment
to non-violence throughout the research process.
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Opportunities:

1. Social Reconstruction: Gandhian ideals offer a blueprint for social reconstruction through non-violent means.
promoting sustainability, equitable resource sharing, and spiritual harmony.

2. Ethical Development: Gandhi's philosophy provides a relevant framework for ethical development in society
based on values like truth, simplicity, altruism, and compassion.

3. Individual and Society Integration: Gandhi stressed the interdependence of individual growth and societal
progress, advocating for moral resistance through non-violence as a guiding principle for harmonious
coexistence.

Conclusion:

The Gandhian approach, rooted in principles of nonviolence and truth, presents both challenges and opportunities

in modern contexts. Gandhi's belief in the power of nonviolence to effect change was deeply intertwined with

his vision for a just and peaceful society. Through his life's work, Gandhi emphasized the universality of
nonviolence, asserting that what is possible for one individual is achievable by all. He rejected the notion of
being superhuman, highlighting the human struggle behind his achievements. Gandhi's philosophy extended
beyond interpersonal relations to encompass broader societal issues. He advocated for a holistic approach where
actions in politics, economics, and social spheres are interconnected and guided by truth or self-realization. His
concept of satyagraha emphasized the importance of complete effort and humility in conflict resolution, aiming
to prevent conflicts from escalating to grievance stages. Moreover, Gandhi's commitment to nonviolence was
not merely strategic but deeply rooted in moral principles. He viewed nonviolence as a spiritual weapon that
required courage and moral strength, emphasizing self-sacrifice and suffering as key elements of Satyagraha.

His vision for peace and nonviolence encompassed not only personal interactions but also societal structures,

advocating for self-reliance, justice, and environmental sustainability.

In conclusion, the Gandhian approach offers a profound perspective on addressing challenges through nonviolent

means while emphasizing the interconnectedness of individual actions with broader societal transformation. By

upholding principles of truth, nonviolence, and selflessness, Gandhi's philosophy continues to inspire
movements for peace and social change worldwide.

While challenges exist in applying Gandhian principles to modern research methodologies, there are significant

opportunities for ethical development, social reconstruction, and fostering harmonious relationships between

individuals and society through non-violent means.

Recommendation and Suggestions:

The Gandhian approach to conflict resolution emphasizes nonviolence, truth, and the conversion of opponents

through ethical means. Gandhi's philosophy of Satyagraha involves appealing to the heart and mind of the

opponent, seeking to restructure opposing elements to achieve a mutually satisfactory situation without coercion.

Satyagraha is gentle, patient, and aims to create possibilities rather than assert propositions. It is based on the

belief that common interests exist between disputants and that individuals can be influenced through appeals to

conscience. The Satyagrahi must have a clear purpose, avoid injuring opponents, and be committed to the truth
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of their cause. Ultimately, the Gandhian approach to conflict resolution through Satyagraha is a morally sound

and effective method that prioritizes nonviolence and the transformation of adversaries through ethical

persuasion.

The Gandhian approach suggests a focus on individual reformation through principles like truthfulness, non-

violence, and self-discipline to build an ideal society. Gandhi believed in the importance of the individual,

emphasizing that individual happiness contributes to societal well-being. Social welfare, according to Gandhi,

involves the voluntary contribution of possessions for the benefit of all, with the social system guaranteeing the

maximum development of each individual's personality. Gandhi's approach to combating societal issues involved

a dual strategy of individual and societal change without destroying existing systems but rationalizing and

adapting them to modern contexts. His emphasis on cleanliness, sanitation, and personal hygiene as integral parts

of life reflects his holistic approach to societal well-being and individual development.
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